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Letter from the President

 An autumn welcome to everyone!  If you are receiving this newsletter for 
the first time, a special welcome goes out to you.  For those of you who may not 
be members of UDEO, this copy of the newsletter is an invitation to get to know us 
and to consider joining UDEO to celebrate dance in Utah.  As of September 2003, 
UDEO has been an official organization for three years, serving the statewide dance 
community of teachers, professional performers, choreographers, administrators, 
artistic directors, school district personnel, university students, and members of other 
arts organizations.  We are excited about the events that UDEO is sponsoring this 
year, including the Fall Workshop, the High School Dance Festival, and the Spring 
Conference. 
 Last March, Chuck Davis was the keynote presenter for our Spring 
Conference entitled “Dance Among Us”.  Chuck is an extraordinary dance artist/
educator who fully honors and celebrates the “Dance Among Us.”  His morning ses-
sion was exhilarating and inspiring and created a sense of community and celebra-
tion.  The breakout sessions during the rest of the day included classes in modern 
dance technique, Pilates, capoeira, an elementary endorsement session, a mind/
body class using Brain Gym, and a public relations/marketing class.  The culmina-
tion for the conference was a stimulating and invigorating keynote panel discussion 
entitled “Among Us-Identity Within Community”, which was led by speakers Meghan 
Durham Cooley, Karen Dace, and John Schafer.  This conference was a time for the 
entire dance community to come  together to celebrate the “Dance Among Us All”.
 During our 2003 Spring Conference, many participants expressed an inter-
est in having UDEO be more active in the role of advocacy.  This past summer, the 
UDEO Board has had an opportunity to do just that.  In the proposed Senate Bill 
154, there are changes in the high school graduation requirements that limit the 
areas of focus from which electives can be chosen.  Such changes could have a 
detrimental impact on the fine arts programs in the secondary schools throughout 
the state.  The UDEO Board is concerned about these proposed changes and has 
drafted a Position Paper that addresses their concerns.  The UDEO Position Paper is 
included in this newsletter. 
 Our UDEO Fall Workshop this year will be on Friday morning, November 7th, 
at the Eccles Conference Center from in Ogden, Utah.  This year the Fall Workshop 
will be part of the 2-day Utah State Office of Education Networking Conference.  
Registration information will be available on the UDEO web site.  There will be a 
$5.OO registration fee for the UDEO Fall Workshop, which will include lunch.  Shirley 
Ririe will be giving the keynote address/movement session in creativity from 8:45 
am-12:00.  Following Shirley’s session, there will be a short 20-minute UDEO meet-
ing.  After lunch, Doris Trujillo will meet briefly with all secondary teachers to discuss 
issues currently facing high school programs (i.e. credit changes, recruitment, etc.)  
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Utah Dance Education Organization (UDEO) is dedicated to the art form of dance as an essential educational 
component of life-long learning.  This mission is accomplished by celebrating and promoting the rich diversity of 
dance in Utah. 

The primary Goals of the UDEO are:

UTAH ARTS COUNCIL
ARTS EDUCATION
617 E. SOUTH TEMPLE
SALT LAKE CITY UT  84102

UDEO will develop a membership comprised of dancers, educators, choreographers, pre-
senters, collaborative artists, administrators, dance companies, educational institutions, 
and advocates.  This will provide an opportunity for increased effectiveness in networking, 
advocacy for dance, dissemination of information, and communication.

UDEO will improve the quality and training of dance education in Utah by providing 
opportunities for creating, performing, and observing dance for all.  The organization will 
address professional development, research and documentation, assessment and lead-
ership.

UDEO will build and support a Utah dance community that focuses on the education of 
the whole person in and through dance as an art and as a cultural manifestation.

www.udeo.org

UDEO is proud to be the first 
state affiliate of the National 
Dance Education Organization.

www.ndeo.org



Have you noticed a 
performance date 
you know of is 
missing from the 
calendar section?

Do you have 
a favorite web 
resource you don’t 
see listed here?

Do you have a 
great book to 
recommend?

This newsletter 
could be so much 
more with your 
input.  Please 
don’t be bashful 
with your ideas, 
suggestions 
and information. 
Send your great 
information to: 
brent.schneider@
utah.edu.

Thanks

It is not too late to Attend the NDEO Conference
Culture, Language and Dance 

October 16 through 19, 2003
Albuquerque, New Mexico 

The University of New Mexico Dance Program invites you to come experi-
ence the richly multi-cultural, multi-lingual Land of Enchantment, where indig-
enous peoples continue to celebrate all of life’s meaningful events through 
dance. How does dance reveal culture? How does culture create dance? 
Got something to say, show, dance...?  More information, including a confer-
ence schedule and a call for proposals, is available through the NDEO web 
site at www.ndeo.org.  Click on Conferences.  We hope to see you there.

There are many wonderful resources for the Arts and Teaching on the web.  In 
this newsletter we want to mention the Annenberg/CPB at www.learner.org.

Advancing Excellent Teaching in American Schools 
Annenberg/CPB, a partnership between The Annenberg Foundation and the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), uses media and telecommunications 
to advance excellent teaching in American schools. This mandate is carried out 
chiefly by the funding and distribution of educational video programs with coor-
dinated Web and print materials for the professional development of K-12 teach-
ers. Annenberg/CPB videos help teachers increase their expertise in their fields 
and assist them in improving their teaching methods. The programs are also 
intended for viewers at home and students in the classroom. All Annenberg/CPB 
videos, however they are used, exemplify excellent teaching. 

Annenberg/CPB Distribution and Audiences 
Annenberg/CPB video programs reach their audiences in four ways. First, they 
are distributed to schools and other non-commercial community agencies on 
the organization’s own digital satellite channel, called the “ Annenberg/CPB 
Channel.” Second, they are distributed for purchase on videocassette through 1-
800-LEARNER and online ordering at Learner.org. Third, the instructional series 
are licensed by the PBS Adult Learning Service to colleges and universities for 
distance-learning telecourses. Fourth, many of the programs are also aired by 
PBS and other public broadcasting stations for general audiences. 

Visit the link below for an example of the kinds of workshops they present.
www.learner.org/redirect/august/artsworkshop1.html

The Fall Workshop promises to be morning filled with innovative ideas and suggestions for exploring creativity.
 We are excited that the NDEO Conference, “Culture, Language, and Dance” will be in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico from October 16th-19th, 2003. We encourage all of our members to support dance educa-
tion at the national level by joining NDEO, and to attend the national conferences (and this year the NDEO 
Conference is in the West!) There will be a time set aside for members of UDEO to have our own session as a 
group and we hope to see you there.
 I included the following quote in my letter for the Spring 2003 Conference, but I feel that is well worth 
repeating.  As we embark on this year, I am struck by the power of both the individual and the group in our 
world today.  As Margaret Mead said, “Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed it is the only thing that ever has.”  As an organization, we have the opportunity for a 
group of thoughtful, committed, and passionate citizens to impact our community.  We, as the dance communi-
ty, understand the power and the purpose of creating community.  We hope that if you haven’t already done so, 
you will join this organization, encourage a friend to join this organization, and find the “Dance Among Us All!” 

Letter from the President - continued                

The Utah Dance Education Organization is accepting nominations for the following Board 
positions.   This is an exciting opportunity for further involvement in a vital professional organization that pro-
motes dance as an art form and as an invaluable educational tool in integrative learning.  We are accepting 
nominations for the following positions:

Treasurer: This member serves as a member of the the Executive Board and works to address 
the philosophical goals and objectives of the organization and, along with the other Board 
Members, works to implement those ideas.  The Treasurer also works closely with the Secretary 
and the NDEO office to facilitate membership dues and is responsible for facilitating the financial 
needs of the organization.

Two other Board Positions will be announced at the fall workshop on November 7, 2004 and in 
a subsequent mailing.

If you would like to nominate someone, possibly yourself, for any of these positions, please send the fol-
lowing information to Sara Lee Gibb, Nominations Chair:  1) your name, 2) the name of the person you 
are nominating (which may be yourself), 3) the position for which you are nominating, and 4) a reason why 
you feel this person would make an excellent addition to the UDEO Board of Directors.  If you are nominat-
ing someone else, please contact that person first to get their approval of the nomination.  The deadline to 
receive nominations is January 16, 2004.

Elections for these Board Positions will be conducted by a mail-in ballot in February and will be announced 
at the Spring Conference at the University of Utah, March 8, 2003.

Send the nomination information by January 16 to: 
 Sara Lee Gibb, Chair - Nominating Committee
 Department of Dance
 Brigham Young University
 Provo UT 84602 

 or submit your nomination by email to  sara_lee_gibb@byu.edu 

Students at Rees Elementary



Welcome to Our New Board Members
Marilyn Berrett, President-Elect,  is an associate professor 
of dance at Brigham Young University with her MA from BYU 
(1984), and her BA from the University of Utah (1979).  She 
has won awards for performance, choreography, and teach-
ing while working with Virginia Tanner, the Life Art’s Center, the 
University of Utah, and as artistic director of BYU’s, The Dancers’ 
Company.She is founding artistic director of the BYU Dance 
Department’s newest outreach dance-education group, “Kinnect,” 
and has just returned from presenting with them at the dance and 
the Child international (daCi) conference held in Brazil August of 
2003.  Marilyn is an artist in education dance specialist with the 
Utah Arts Council, and a certified elementary educator who enjoys working with stu-
dents of all ages. When not involved with dancing, teaching, researching and choreo-
graphing, she loves mountain biking with her family, reading and writing about dance 
in children’s literature, and attending cowboy poetry gatherings. Marilyn is grateful for 
the incredible membership of UDEO and looks forward to helping carry forward the 
aims of Utah’s dance educators into the future.

Angela Banchero-Kelleher, Independent Artist Representative, 
danced with RDT from 1985-92 during which time she performed 
many roles in both the historical and contemporary repertory of 
the company. In 1992, Angela returned to school to earn an MFA 
in Modern Dance from the University of Utah.  She has performed 
internationally and has taught at Ohio University and the University 
of Utah. She is currently an adjunct faculty member at Weber 
State University. Angela is a dancer with the Utah Arts Council AIE 
program and Contemporary Dance Works and has served on the 
dance panel of the Utah Arts Council.

Rebecca Wright Phillips, Secretary is an associate professor in the Brigham Young 
University Department of Dance teaching modern dance technique and interdisci-
plinary music/dance/theatre courses.  She holds an MFA in modern dance chore-
ography from the University of Utah (1990).  Prior to her appointment at BYU she 
was on faculty at the University of Chicago and artistic director of the UC Dancers.  
While in Chicago she also danced with The Chicago Moving Company and with Kast 
and Company and taught at the Columbia College Dance 
Center.  Her works have been produced by the Brigham Young 
University Dancers’ Company and the Young Ambassadors. 
Her choreography has been performed by the UC Dancers, 
the Sacred Dance Guild, and by the Belize National Dance 
Company in Central America where she has completed several 
guest residencies.  She has presented her research on dance 
and identity issues at conferences such as CORD, NAHE, 
NDEO, and NDA and has published in several journals.  She 
has been involved in sacred dance through creating sacred 
concert dance works, teaching for the Sacred Dance Guild and 
performing for the Parliament of World Religions.  In addition 
to modern dance works she has choreographed extensively for community, university, 
and professional musical theatre. She is excited to work on the board and to continue 
to build relationships with the incredible dance community we have here in Utah.

Plan Now to Attend the 

Fourth Annual Statewide Conference
Saturday, March 6, 2004

Utah Valley State College, Orem

Invited Guest Presenters • Movement Workshops • Networking Opportunities 
Performance and Outreach Ideas • Organizational Planning Sessions • Great Food!

 

   

More information will be available at the fall conference November 7, 2003 and then 
on the web site at www.udeo.org.

How do I register?

What will happen?

Who should attend?
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Don’t Miss This Year’s 

Fall Workshop
Friday, November 7, 2003

8:45AM - 1:00PM
Eccles Conference Center, Ogden

 

   

The Fall Workshop will be held in conjunction with the 2-day Utah State Office of Education 
Networking Conference. If you are already at the conference, plan to attend the special UDEO 
activities.  The UDEO half-day workshop will begin with Shirley Ririe giving the keynote address/
movement session from 8:45 am-12:00.  Following Shirley’s session, there will be a short 20-
minute UDEO meeting, after the meeting we will join the other conference attendees for lunch 
and the presentation of Arts Honors in the state.  After lunch, Doris Trujillo will meet briefly with 
all secondary teachers to discuss issues currently facing high school dance programs (i.e. credit 
changes, recruitment, etc.) 

Pre-Registration is a must so that we can arrange to have lunch for the right amount of people. 
The registration fee is $5.00 and covers half of the cost of lunch (UDEO will pay the other half). 
Send your $5.00 registration fee by October 29 to:
 Brent Schneider, Treasurer
 330 S 1500 E, Rm 106
 Salt Lake City, UT 84112-0280
If you have questions about the conference please contact Doris Trujillo at trujildo@uvsc.edu  

Board Directory
We are here to serve you.  
Please feel free to contact the 
appropriate Board Officer or 
Representative with your 
questions, concerns, and 
suggestions.

Abby Fiat 
President
abby.fiat@utah.edu

Sara Lee Gibb 
Past-President Sara_Lee_
Gibb@byu.edu

Marilyn Berrett
President-Elect
marilyn_berrett@byu.edu

Rebecca Wright Phillips 
Secretary 
rebecca_phillips@byu.edu

Brent Schneider 
Treasurer 
brent.schneider@utah.edu

Chris Roberts 
Elementary. Ed. Rep. 
chrisroberts@nebo.edu

Adeena Lago 
Secondary Ed. Rep. 
adeena.lago@granite.k12.ut.us

Joanne Lawrence 
Higher Ed. Rep. 
jlawrence@weber.edu

Dena Merrill 
Private Sector Rep.
dancenraft@msn.com

Doris Trujillo 
Board of Ed. Rep.
trujildo@uvsc.edu

Angela Banchero-Kelleher, 
Independent Artist Rep.

Pearl Wagstaff-Garff 
Development Director 
pearl@xmission.com

Maylene White 
Publicity Director
maylenew@netscape.net



Arts Education in the News
WHY NOT DANCE?  AT A TIME WHEN PUBLIC SCHOOL BUDGETS ARE IN CRISES, WHEN FUNDING FOR ART AND 
MUSIC EDUCATION IS UNDER SIEGE, A TINY EFFORT IS TRYING SOMETHING NEW

By Sid Smith, Chicago Tribune, April 2, 2003, Page C1

     Like a lot of 12-year-old boys, Carlos Ruiz, a student at Philo Carpenter School in West Town, harbors big dreams about 
growing up.  “I’d like to be a baseball player,” he says.  “Or maybe a fireman.  And then a dancer.”  Only recently, Ruiz 
admits.  “I joined this program last fall mainly to get out of regular class,” he confesses of his twice-weekly dance lessons 
held in the school’s gym.  “But once I started, I liked it.  I liked all the action.  I started coming for real, coming because I 
want to be here.” 
     That is precisely the adult dream of the cagey, enterprising educators and funders who’ve come up with this nifty, trend-
bucking program.  At a time when public school budgets are in deepening crises, when funding for traditional art and music 
education is under siege, this tiny but inspiring effort is trying something new, something so logical you wonder why it hasn’t 
been around for ages.  For students at an age when they squirm restlessly in their seats anyway, students bound to benefit 
from an hour of healthy exercise, why not try dancing?  “The idea is to link pre-high schoolers with a really good dance-
training effort,” says Sarah Solotaroff, vice president of programs for the Chicago Community Trust, which is funding the 
$50,000 pilot program this year with an option to renew for two 
more.  “For kids in the public schools, exposure to this kind of 
training is a wonderful thing.”
     The grant enables Shell Benjamin, an instructor in dance on 
the staff of the Chicago Academy for the Arts. To teach hour-long 
classes twice a week to 7th graders at Carpenter, 1250 W. Erie 
St., and Oscar F. Mayer School, 2250 N. Clifton Ave., which are 
both in the Chicago public system.  A total of 50 students take the 
course.  On this particular Wednesday, two-dozen students stay 
politely in place, follow Benjamin’s instructions carefully and then, 
when the music begins, do their thing with pre-adolescent gusto.  
Running through an essentially disco-driven romp, they shake, 
rattle and roll, occasionally with natural, easy, even rubbery stylis-
tics.  They are to the dance floor born.
     “Typically, an outreach program might come in for a day 
of workshops or maybe a week,” says Steve Majsak, director 
of development at the Chicago Academy, a private institution 
for high school students focusing on the arts.  “Then it’s over.  
There’s not a sustainable side to it.”  This program, in contrast, lasts through the school year and gives the students a 
chance to really explore the art form and test their talent.  There are a couple of other key benefits, too: The Carpenter kids 
recently got to perform before the rest of the student body in an assembly, and twice a year, the children from both schools 
and their parents are taken downtown to performances by premier dance troupes.  They attended the Joffrey Ballet’s “The 
Nutcracker” last fall and will probably see either Hubbard Street Dance Chicago or the Alvin Ailey troupe this spring.  For 
‘Nutcracker,’ they arrived an hour early so they could watch the space transform from a rehearsal stage to a fully working 
theater,” Majsak says.  “Representatives of the Joffrey came out to show off the costumes and talked with the kids about 
proper performance etiquette.”

BUILDING BLOCKS
     Building audiences of the future is a goal.  “If you don’t understand how complex and beautiful dance is, you won’t 
attend performances when you’re older,” Solotaroff says.  “This is a way to introduce kids to the serious integrity of an arts 
discipline.”  But it’s more.  “There’s study after study on how arts exposure can improve grades,” says Pamela Jordan, the 
Academy’s head of school, its equivalent of principal.  “If it’s successful for us, at our private institution, why can’t it work in 
public schools?”
     The Academy became involved in the program after learning of the Trust’s ongoing dance initiative, a broad range of 
investments in dance in the Chicago area begun 2 1/2 years ago and is still going strong.  The initiative, which boasted an 
$800,000 budget in fiscal year 2002, seeks to sponsor new work, develop new audiences and statistically map Chicago’s 
overall dance landscape.  “Dance is a strength of our program.” Says Jordan, citing another reason for the Academy’s inter-
est.  The schools department, run by Anna Paskevska, includes popular Chicago choreographer Randy Duncan on staff.
     But why would a private high school get involved with a public elementary school program?  “It’s clear that while we’re 
doing a good job within our four walls,” says Jordan, “we need to do more in the community.  We believe in private schools 
with a public purpose.”  She rejects the cynical notion that the Academy was just trying to drum up future students.  “We’re 
not necessarily looking for students,” she says.  “Even if we identify potential ones, from these neighborhoods, they’re likely 
to need scholarships.”

Students at Rees Elementary in Spanish Fork

UDEO Suggestion:  We propose that students have the flexibility to choose whether or not they want their electives to be 
focused in one particular area or in several areas of interest.  In this way, students who are extremely focused and have a 
clear educational direction may want an in-depth experience and could take several electives in one particular focus area, 
thus deepening the scope of their educational experience.  However, it would also allow students to take electives in sev-
eral areas of interest, thereby making electives truly electives.  By providing such flexibility, students would have individual 
development opportunities to expand and deepen their educational vision. 

In order to sustain the availability of programs and teachers in the schools in ALL of the subject areas, we suggest that 
choice, a basic tenet of a democratic society, continue to exist.  By allowing the student more volition in making those 
choices, the educational system is enhancing and supporting the student’s opportunity to explore and develop skills in his/
her areas of interest and passion.  We are preparing students to be knowledgeable not only in the areas of English, math 
and science, but in ALL of the core subjects, so that they can be well-rounded human beings and informed citizens of the 
21st century. 

References
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Deasy, R.J. (Ed.) (2002).  Critical Links:  Learning in the Arts and Student Academic and Social Development. Washington, 
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*Special Populations; e.g., those who do not speak English, are socio-economically disadvantaged, have special educa-
tion status, are socially challenged because of minority issues.   

Marilyn Berrett, Artist in Residence, at Rees Elementary in Spanish Fork, Utah



AMBASSADORS OF THE ART
     The goal is more basic campaign to spread the joy and discipline of the art.  “Since the program began, not one kid 
has been cited for disciplinary problems or bad behavior,” says Majsak.  In fact, the program becomes a kind of privilege: 
Misbehave, and you’re outta there.  “The idea is better attendance, better grades and better self-esteem,” says Shirley A. 
Talley-Smith, principal at Carpenter.  “They know they have to behave and keep up with their studies to stay in.  So far, 
they’ve done both.”  She terms the venture “fantastic.”
     Dance education is not exactly new.  Alvin Ailey’s troupe runs a far-reaching dance-education program in New York, 
and last month instructor Nasha Thomas-Schmitt, a former Ailey dance, spent a week at the Franklin Fine Arts School, 225 
W. Evergreen St. in Old Town, conduction one of the troupe’s “Revelations” residencies.  Students learn an actual segment 
from that Ailey classic along with choreography workshops and even some poetry writing.
     “I do see things opening up in terms of the popularity of dance programs in schools today,” Thomas-Schmitt says.  “It’s 
a discipline that reinforces things student need, the idea of being able to attain something and having a vision.  And you 
hear a lot about obesity.  It’s important for children to move and exercise.
     “But, with new budget cuts supposedly hitting schools everywhere, I have no idea how that will affect such programs.” 
(Morgan Stanley sponsors the “Revelations” residencies, held this year in Chicago and a handful of other cities.)
     Maintaining the Trust’s initiative in Chicago public schools will be a big challenge.  Funding for the next school year 
won’t be determined until May, and no one is sure the program will survive the three-year pilot schedule or grow to include 
more than two schools.  “We’re delighted with it and want to expand this program over a longer period, but the resources 
are limited,” cautions Soloraroff.  “We’d love partnerships, public school dollars included.”
     Meanwhile, for now, fifty 7th graders keep on dancing.  Next year, they’ll move on to ballet lessons while a new group 
of 7th graders take modern dance with Benjamin.  “These kids are engaged,” says Majsak.  “They may not become profes-
sional dancers, but, 15 years from now, if they go to see the ballet, they’ll feel at home.

Copyright 2003 Chicago Tribune Company
Reprinted by permission.

High School Dance Teachers
Mark your calendars now for this year’s 

Statewide High School Dance Festival
The 3rd annual State High School Dance Festival will be held on 
Saturday, February 7 at Utah Valley State College in Orem.  Melanie Clifford from Ben Lomond 
High School has graciously agreed to be the festival director this year.  Please e-mail her at cliffor
dm@m.ogden.k12.ut.us to express your interest in in participating.  In that same email verify your 
contact information and mailing address, especially if you have not yet received the registration 
information. We might have the wrong information for you. 

The festival will include dance classes, adjudication performances and a gala performance. It is 
a great opportunity to see what other schools are doing in the state, to make new friends and get 
caught up with people you may not have seen for a while.

The State Festival last year was an intimate but very worthwhile event.  Nine schools participated, 
with each school performing two dances.  At least one dance from each school was choreographed 
by a student, allowing the audience to see wonderful faculty and student works.  The adjudicators 
gave 4 dances a superior rating and awarded 4 of the student choreographers with a state cita-
tion for superior choreography. These young artists were: Alexis Metcalf, Megan Morrison, Camille 
Pitcher and Olivia Stewart. Our thanks and congratulations to all who participated and made this 
such a great day.  We hope that this year we will have many more schools represented so that we 
can see the exciting dance going on in the state at the High School level.

We look forward to seeing you in February!

UTAH DANCE EDUCATION ORGANIZATION POSITION PAPER
REGARDING PROPOSED HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION STANDARDS

Senate Bill 154, passed by the 2003 Utah Legislature, directed the Utah State Board of Education to increase graduation 
requirements in language arts, science and math. In response to the legislative mandate, the Board will explore the vari-
ous ways such increases will impact students and their post graduation plans.
 
On behalf of the Utah Dance Education Organization, the UDEO Board of Directors acknowledges the value of English/
language arts, math, and science and the impact those subjects can have on the student’s future success.  UDEO also 
recognizes the importance of educating the “whole child” in additional subject areas such as the fine arts, physical educa-
tion, social studies, foreign languages, and applied technology.  UDEO appreciates the importance of educating “every 
child,” acknowledging that within the general student body are special populations whose school success largely rests in 
their access to the fine arts, physical education, and applied technology.* 

According to numerous research studies, some of which are included in Critical Links: Learning in the Arts and Student 
Academic and Social Development (Deasy, 2002) 
 1) good arts programs in schools build skills needed to learn other subjects, including reading, writing, and math,
  2) good arts programs motivate students to learn--particularly those students who are at-risk of failure, 
 3) the arts promote the full development of the brain, 
 4) the arts promote the development of higher social/emotional skills (Burton, 1999 and 2000), 
 5) social/emotional skills are one of the strongest indicators of student success.

Our concerns: 
The proposed graduation requirements mandate and limit the areas of focus from which electives can be chosen (if one-
third of the additional credits are restricted to only English, math, and science).  These changes jeopardize the broad-
based education of the student and limit the development of the “whole child” by restricting the student’s elective choices.  
These changes 
 1) limit a student’s opportunity to develop in areas of individualized interest and passion and 
 2) curtail the full development, maturation, and potential success of that student.
These changes also diminish a balanced curriculum and the possibility of a complete education as reflected in all educa-
tional initiatives from “Goals 2000” to “No Child Left Behind”.

Our suggestions to 2 items in the proposal:

ITEM 1:  
Districts and charter schools may have schedules resulting in greater numbers of credits, providing that one third of the 
additional credits are specified in district graduation requirements for either English/language arts, math, or science.    

UDEO Suggestion:  We propose that the electives NOT be limited.  We suggest that ALL students (from high achiev-
ing students to low achieving students) be given an opportunity to thrive in a comprehensive, whole-child education.  If 
a student’s passion and interest is in the area of the fine arts, social studies, foreign language, or applied technology, 
we feel that those students should be given an opportunity to take electives in those areas of interest.  The philosophy 
of secondary school education has been the development of well-rounded students who have a strong foundation in the 
core requirements, including the liberal arts.  To dictate particular areas from which electives must be chosen may restrict 
the overall development of the student in his/her individualized fields of interest.    
 
ITEM 2:  
By this means, the area of focus electives should be selected and the student’s education experience customized.  

The Utah Dance Education Organization has prepared the following letter addressing some of 
our concerns about recent legislation.  The other arts organizations in the state have drafted 
similar position papers.  It is important to note that the legislation does not reduce the Fine Arts 
Credits in the high school program, but rather may limit student’s elective choices.  Please take 
a moment to read this letter and familiarize yourself with these important issues.

Thank you.



Southern Utah University

Student Dance Concert 
December 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
Auditorium Theatre 

Faculty Dance Concert 
March 25, 26, 27, 31, April 1, 2, 3 
Randall L. Jones Theater

A Few Good Men 
Dancin’ a company of 30 

male dancers from Broadway, 
Cirque du Soleil, and major 
American dance companies 

perform exhilarating sports dance from acrobatics to martial arts, 
with musical styles ranging from pop, rock and jazz, to salsa, 

swing and classical. Kingsbury Hall
University of Utah

February 18 & 19, 7:30 PM 

Brigham Young University

Dance Faculty Showcase 
Oct 24, 2003 - Oct 25, 2003 

Dance Senior Showcase 
Nov 07, 2003 - Nov 08, 2003 

 Dancesport Championships 
Nov 14, 2003 - Nov 15, 2003 

 Dancensemble 
Nov 21, 2003 - Nov 22, 2003 

 Christmas Around the World 
Dec 5 & 6, 2003 

 Dance in Concert 
Jan 29, 2004 - Jan 31, 2004 

 Snow Queen, Ballet in Concert 
Feb 19-21, 2004 - 

 Dance Senior Showcase 
Mar 5-6, 2004

 Dancensemble 
Mar 19-20, 2004  

 Ballet Showcase 
Mar 26, 2004 - Mar 27, 2004 

http://cfac.byu.edu/performances

Northwest Region Gala Concert
American College Dance Festival Association 
Open to the Public.  See some of the finest 
dances from Colleges and Universities from 
around the region.
March 20, 2004 
Kingsbury Hall

Weber State University 

Orchesis Dance Theatre Fall Concert 
November 20, 21 &22, 2003 • 7:30 PM

Allred Theater, Val A. Browning Center for the 
Performing Arts

 WSU Orchesis Dance Theatre Spring Concert 
April 8, 9, 10, 2004 • 7:30 PM 

Allred Theater, Val A. Browning Center for the 
Performing Arts

http://artsatweber.weber.edu/

University of Utah

Performing Dance Company - Fall Season 
October 23, 24, 25, 30, & November 1, 7:30 PM 

 Modern Student Concert 
November 21 & 22, 7:30 PM 

Studio Theater 240 

 Modern Dance Graduate Concert 
November 13, 14 & 15, 7:30 PM 

 Utah Ballet 
November 20, 21, 22, 2003 7:30 PM Sat. 2:00 PM 

 Ballet Showcase II 
January 22, 23, 24, 2004 7:30 PM Sat. 2:00 PM  

 Modern Dance Senior Concert l 
February 12, 13 & 14, 7:30 PM 

 Modern Dance Senior Concert ll 
February 26, 27 & 28, 7:30 PM 

 Ballet Ensemble 
March 11, 12, 13, 2004 7:30 PM Sat. 2:00 PM 

 Utah Ballet 
April 8, 9, 10, 2004 7:30 PM Sat. 2:00 PM

 Performing Dance Company - Spring Season 
April 16, 17, 23 & 24, 7:30 PM 

Ballet Senior Showcase 
May 6, 2004, 6:30 p.m 

www.dance.utah.edu
www.ballet.utah.edu

With a heady rush of 
tapping heels, dazzling cos-
tumes and insistent rhythms 

Ballet Folklorico de 
Veracruz will take the 
stage at Kingsbury Hall 

May 4 & 5, 2004. 

Go See Some Dance!
Here are just a few of the Dance Performances going on in our state.  

Please visit the web sites of the schools and companies for more information. 

Pushing 
the limits of 
what is normally called 
dance or drama, Jane Comfort 

and Company uses deeply layered, creative 
works to address contemporary social and cultural issues.  

Singing a cappella songs by Toshi Reagon and interacting with the 
magical visual creations of master puppeteer Basil Twist, the dancers 

dwell in a world of eccentric beauty unseen by those who wish to make 
her well in Underground River. Persephone is a new work created in 
a setting of bamboo, metal and neon sculpture with a musical score by 

Tigger Benford that uses live bamboo chimes and flutes, percussion 
and voice.  

Allred Theater 
Val A. Browning Center for the Performing Arts
Weber State University

Friday, October 24, 2003, 7:30 PM

Be prepared to be amazed by the 
powerful and innovative dance of 

Rennie Harris/Puremovement.  
For over a decade, Rennie Harris has 
brought the energy and spirit of the 
streets into electrifying choreography 
that has continually expanded the 

boundaries of contemporary concert dance. 
Kingsbury Hall, University of Utah, March 4 -5, 2004

www.rdtutah.org

www.balletwest.org

www.ririewoodbury.com

Children’s Dance Theatre
www.dance.utah.edu/vtcdt


