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Robyn Mousley 
 
Passion. Drive. Excellence.  
 
and Spit. 
 

These are words that best describe Robyn Mousley - director, producer, coach, choreographer, mentor, 
theatre/dance educator in the Jordan School District from 1976-2006, and this year’s recipient of the UDEO 
Lifetime Achievement Award.  

Early experiences in the arts helped shape Robyn’s educational philosophy throughout her 30-year 
teaching career.  A self-described “basement dancer,” Robyn’s first exposure to modern dance came as a 
student of esteemed dance educator Virginia McDonald at Bingham High School in the late 1960’s.  But as a 
student at Brigham Young University in the early 1970’s, Robyn suddenly found herself surrounded by long-
legged dancers with stellar studio training.  Constantly struggling in subjects like math and science, Robyn 
never felt she was the “cream of the crop” and often struggled with low self-confidence.  As a Theatre 
major/Dance minor, she rarely auditioned for projects or performing groups.   

While struggling with self-confidence, Robyn took a dance class with Abby Fiat, who encouraged her to 
find her “own energy, own voice, own way.”  While directing and tour the childrens’ play, Pegora the Witch, 
Robyn realized she could create productions that could energize and inspire audiences.   Throughout her career, 
Robyn’s philosophy was grounded in the belief, perhaps shaped by these early experiences, that the arts served 
to help individual students, even those that may not be “the best or brightest,” discover and achieve excellence!  

And indeed, Robyn’s was a world of excellence.  You could not enter her world without being expected 
to be your BEST SELF.   Nothing less would do. 

Hired at Jordan High School in 1976, Robyn’s talent, along with her tendency to never say no to a new 
challenge, soon found her teaching 7 periods a day.  By the end of her ninth year at Jordan, she was teaching, 
directing, or coaching dance, production company, cheer, drill, and the dance company.  She directed two 
musicals and two plays each year with colleague and mentor Robin Bishop.  Robyn is a perfectionist, and shares 
that as a new teacher, she had to learn how to forgive herself, forgive her students, and learn to laugh.  She still 
holds her first production, Fiddler on the Roof, close to her heart for the lessons it taught her about teaching. 

Robyn adored her students at Jordan High, describing them as the "canvas" upon which she honed her 
artistry.  In 1985, feeling ready for a new challenge, she followed a new principal to Hillcrest High School.  At 
Hillcrest, unlike Jordan, most of her students had extensive studio training.  Her role, she discovered, was to 
layer that technical ability with theatricality, creativity and expressivity - skills Robyn had honed at Jordan 
High. 
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Over the next 21 years at Hillcrest High School, Robyn’s vision attracted other excellent and like-

minded artist-educators and collaborators – especially Brian Bentley (music) and Mark Daniels (Theatre) to 
create a powerhouse Department of Performing Arts at Hillcrest High School, known for their “musicals for the 
masses” involving 200-250 students each year, and from which many future professional actors would emerge.  
Robyn and her colleagues supported one another, working together to ensure their students could participate 
fully in more than one performing arts program.   She prided herself - indeed, the entire community prided itself 
- on the professionalism of these high school performances.   

Similar in scope, Robyn’s dance companies averaged 25-30, with as many as 42 students participating 
each year, including a number who would go on to dance with Ririe-Woodbury, Repertory Dance Company, 
and elsewhere.  Dance Concerts, too, were recognized for their artistic depth and high production values.   
Robyn was not afraid to push the edge, and worked tirelessly with each young choreographer to fully realize 
his/her vision.    

The first modern dance I ever choreographed was as a Hillcrest High School dance company member.  It 
was to George Gershwin’s Three Preludes.  I remember the one-on-one mentoring Robyn provided, first talking 
with me about my idea, then helping me develop movement themes, and even assisting me in rehearsal when I 
got stuck.  I remember the time she spent designing just the right light cues for each section, and how we 
polished and perfected the dance for the performance.  It was a source of great pride for me (I still remember the 
movement today!).  For Robyn, that was what it was all about  - seeing a student’s world change in that creative 
moment of personal excellence. 

Indeed, Robyn taught us what it meant to be excellent, and why being excellent mattered.  Robyn 
imbued excellence into every production with her energy, her intensity, and drive.  From her, we learned what a 
passionate life looked like.  Robyn truly and deeply loves all of the performing arts – dance, theatre, music.   
They are her breath and life.  She taught us that the arts matter, and that they are worth sweating and sacrificing 
for.  

“Whatever	  you	  do,	  do	  it	  well,	  do	  it	  with	  passion.”	  	  Robyn	  was	  passionate	  about	  the	  arts,	  and	  boy,	  
could	  she	  ever	  spit	  nails	  when	  she	  saw	  us	  working	  beneath	  our	  ability!	  	  As	  she	  says	  with	  a	  smile,	  “I	  was	  
never	  effective	  quiet.	  	  I	  was	  always	  more	  effective	  loud.”	  	  That’s	  right!	  	  Robyn	  was	  driven.	  	  She	  was	  
drivING.	  	  Always	  going	  somewhere.	  	  A	  piston.	  	  

Robyn also embodied gifts of a true educator.  I remember the musicality in her voice as she guided 
improvisations that led us into worlds more magical than Disney princess tales, and more empowering than the 
competitive dance world from which many of us had come.  Robyn’s energy, her voice, her nuanced side-
coaching, led a room of insecure teenagers to see ourselves with new eyes, to recognize our unique capacities, 
our power to be excellent. 

I speak for countless others when I say my life was changed forever when I stepped into Robyn 
Mousley’s dance studio.   Thank you, Robyn, for the countless lives you have shaped, and the vision of 
excellence you shared with all of us.  Our lives have never been the same.   

 
 

Written by Marin Leggat-Roper 
 


