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 On this commemorative year of 2010, when we 
celebrate UDEO’s tenth anniversary, we also pay tribute 
to the first UDEO President, Sara Lee Gibb.  Sara Lee 
is known locally and nationally as a key contributor 
to dance education.  Yet, for those who know her 
personally, she is heralded as teacher extraordinaire, 
invested mentor, and proven friend.  Indeed, she has 
shaped the role of dance in education through her tireless 
teaching and administrative endeavors.  We, as a Utah 
dance community, are fortunate enough to claim Sara 
Lee Gibb as our own shining star that is bright enough 
to have illuminated the much of the dance world.  
 Sara Lee’s contributions certainly boast breadth 
and depth, yet perhaps one of the greatest benefiters 

of her talent has 
been Brigham Young 
University.  35 of Sara 
Lee’s 44 year-long 
career at BYU were 
spent in administrative 
positions: beginning 
as the Director of 

Ballet and Modern Dance, then as the Modern (now 
Contemporary) Dance Division Administrator, next as 
Dance Department Chair, then as Associate Dean, and 
finally as Dean of the College of Health and Human 
Performance.  She retired from this position as the 
last Dean of the College, 
since it has recently been 
dissolved, allowing the 
Department of Dance to 
join the College of Fine Arts 
and Communications.  As 
that chapter of BYU history 
closes, she will certainly be 
remembered as the dearly 
loved, final Dean.  To name but a miniscule amount of 
Sara Lee’s landmark contributions while teaching and 

administrating at BYU, she was an instrumental figure 
in shaping and designing the vast dance program that 
offers incredible variety and substance to both majors 
and non-majors.  She began the Children’s Dance 
Program, which was later developed by Chris Ollerton. 
She envisioned, cultivated, and nourished the nationally 
recognized Dance 
Education program 
that continues to 
thrive today.  She 
secured funding for 
expensive Pilates 
equipment and later 
sought the funding 
of the invaluable state-of-the-art Dance Medicine 
facility.  She worked closely with Jiamin Huang to form 
the China Dance Study Abroad and additionally formed 
close ties with many Chinese Arts Administrators. 
 Sara Lee was instrumental in the creation of the 
BYU A.R.T.S Partnership, Arts Reaching and Teaching 
in Schools, an initiative that focuses time and resources  
to improving the quality and quantity of arts education 
specifically for elementary schools. Her creative vision 
provided foundational guidance for  this initiative for 
which  she and two other Deans at BYU were able to 
secure an endowment which ensures that this initiative 
will impact children’s lives for many more years to 
come. Her leadership in this effort has established BYU 
in the forefront in our state working to bring quality arts 
education to our elementary students. (read more about 
the BYU A.R.T.S. Partnership on pg 12) 
 Additionally, She, according to many, enchanted 
Mary Lou Fulton (among others) who generously gave 
to the College.  These are but a few of her accolades.
 Beyond the University, College, and Dance 
Department, it is the myriad of students in which she 
taught and mentored that perhaps holds the farthest 
reaching influence.  For, her valiant efforts to educate 
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future educators has clearly affected generations of 
dancers exponentially.  Her dedication as a teacher 
and mentor is best captured in a private conversation 
with Pam Musil: at a time when she was advancing as 
an administrator she admitted, “All I ever REALLY 
wanted to do was teach.”  Her selflessness exposed 
itself in this statement: that she genuinely desired to be 
with the students, but was willing to pursue the duties 
of administration in order to push the good work of 
dance forward.  
 Looking beyond Sara Lee’s BYU career, she 
was instrumental in both the National Dance Education 
Organization and Utah Dance Education Organization 
formation.  While serving as President of the National 
Dance Association, Sara Lee responded fervently to 
constituents’ requests to form a dance organization 
centered in the arts, not physical education.  Thus, 
she helped launch the National Dance Education 
Organization.  A short time later, even though she was 
still heavily involved at the national level, Sara Lee 
established the Utah chapter of NDEO, which you 
know as the flourishing UDEO.  She amazingly served 
as President of both UDEO and NDEO consecutively.  
For this, and many other reasons, NDEO honored Sara 
Lee with a Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008 for 
just that, her LIFETIME of distinction and accolades in 
dance. 
 Pam Musil so eloquently writes: “Her vision 
and passion for dance has resulted in decades of service 
and countless hours spent away from home, often at 

her own expense, fighting for the causes of Dance 
Education. Indeed, 
Sara Lee’s efforts as 
an advocate for dance 
have been Herculean, 
in terms of time spent, 
miles traveled, personal 
expenditures, and 
sacrifice of personal 
needs and desires. Unlike many others who would 
crumble under the weight of the many responsibilities 
she shoulders, Sara Lee handles it with her characteristic 
grace, diplomacy and aplomb.”
 She is a woman of vision.  She is a legacy.  She 
inspires.  
 I am personally honored to be a recipient of Sara 
Lee’s legacy!  I was fortunate enough to be in one of 
the last courses she ever taught: Methods of Teaching 
Modern Dance.  I remember her meticulousness and 
substantive knowledge of pedagogy.  I marvel that I was 
able to work so closely with her at a time when I was 
too naïve to understand her greatness.  Nevertheless, 
in hindsight, I am so grateful for her influence in my 
life.  Now as the mantle of stewardship over the BYU 
dance student teachers passes from Sara Lee to Pam 
Musil to me, I feel a poignant duty to carry on.  I hope 
to render Sara Lee’s vision, dedication, and expertise 
so that future generations will be influenced through 
dance.  Thank you, Sara Lee, for the legacy and lineage 
of dance you leave behind. 

Written by Kori Wakamatsu, Contributions provided by Pam Musil and Cally Flox


