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when the mountains are ablaze with color and the 
aspens glow yellow, I notice in myself a slight sense 

of Homecoming Spectacular, the last production that 

Spectacular is 

year-old son, was killed in a tragic car accident as they 

to another with almost no transition 
Spectacular one day and 

he was creating entertainment that 
enlivened, challenging individuals 
to be more committed spiritually, 
charismatically commanding a class 
of squirrelly kindergartners, or sharing 
his love for movement through his 

everyone, participant or observer, to be 

of almost everyone I knew in dance and theatre, was 

we fashioned ourselves after, the generative force that 
had fueled us, would no longer be physically present in 

the height of their career, you are left with a vivid sense 

those who knew him, his memory is as etched in our 
psyches, as are the memories of where we were when 

as he “entertained” the stoic cattle with his dancing 

the stage with his dance partners in 
high school operettas and became 
popular “on the circuit” performing 

moved between majors in English, 

constantly recruited by dancers and 
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years, taught perhaps more residencies as a Master 

than any artist in the program, and traveled the world 

the most versatile, respected and dynamic artists in the 

 In an era where specialization pigeonholes us, 

that dance was for everyone not an elite population, 
that allowed him to create and successfully 
present dance that engaged audiences on 

principles were the foundation of good dance 
training and that good choreographers, no 
matter what their form, had to understand 

loved to entertain, he never underestimated 

versed at creating art that was entertaining 

part that’s because he knew he wanted his art 
to be accessible to ranchers, artists, children 

wasn’t “the dance” that was important to him – it was 

transformed because you were challenged to be more 

simultaneously, to create and to move beyond what was 

uncanny stories from colleagues and friends that in hind-

Perhaps one of the most interesting came in response to 

ceremony he is quoted as saying, “People are the most 

Life is pretty short 
and you never know

 Perhaps this is why when he died, we all 
understood that anyone who came in contact with him 
considered themselves to be his “friend,” and those who 

individual perceptions were accurate or not 
isn’t the point – what is important is that we 
felt that way because he was so fully present 

 Even now, more than twenty years 
after his death, I continue to be inspired 

him teaching and I am moved to teach the 

dance is to appreciate and celebrate one of 
the most basic and perhaps most personal 

enhances in very direct and personal ways our individual 

connection and engagement, his legacy for each of us 

with, young or old, novice or veteran, to “see – and 
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