
Three incredible women, Shirley Ririe, Joan Woodbury, and Linda Smith were given 
UDEO’s highest award - the Lifetime Achievement Award - last March during the 2005 
UDEO Spring Conference at the University of Utah. This dynamic trio of modern dance 
choreographers, teachers and directors has given much to our state for over 40 years.  In 
addition to being our keynote presenters, each received an honorary performance from their 
dance company members. They are most deserving recipients of our deepest gratitude and 
respect.  A brief overview of some of their contributions follows:

Shirley Ririe, co-founder and artistic co-director of Ririe-Woodbury, has 
shown lifelong dedication as a choreographer and teacher.  She has 
been an energetic advocate and lobbyist for the arts.  Shirley persuades 
even the unconvinced to support dance and arts education in our state 
and country.  Shirley believes in the transformational power of dance 
and serves on professional boards that bring dance to young people 
everywhere.  She was the United States delegate to Dance and the Child 
International and serves on the National Advisory Committee for Young 
Audiences.  She recently retired from the University of Utah where she 
was a professor of Modern Dance and taught for thirty-nine years.

Shirley’s performing and teaching career has taken her throughout the 
United States and to all parts of the world.  She has published, and co-

produced educational and engaging dance teaching materials that set a high standard in 
our country and beyond.
 She has received the Merit of Honor Award and an honorary doctorate from the Uni-
versity of Utah, the Plaudit Award from the National Dance Association and is a recipient of 
the Utah Governor’s Award in the Arts for Arts Education.
 Thank you Shirley for teaching us, inspiring us, challenging us to dream big, giving 
service and being passionate about dance education.  

Joan Woodbury, co-founder and artistic co-director of Ririe-Woodbury is 
a dedicated choreographer and teacher who inspires and delights all who 
know her.  As a member of the dance faculty at the University of Utah for 
47 years Joan has inspired thousands in this state, yet her reach goes 
much further.  She has been commissioned to create works in Portugal, 
Australia, Arizona, Hawaii and New York.  She has danced and taught 
workshops and master classes throughout the United States as well as 
in many countries on virtually every continent.

Joan is no stranger to prestigious honors.  Many have recognized her 
dedicated and passionate work in dance, art and education.  She has re-
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ceived the Woman of the Year and Honors in the Arts awards from the Salt Lake Chamber 
of Commerce.  In 1990 she received the Utah Governor’s Award in the Arts for Arts Educa-
tion, and has been given honorary doctorates from both Southern Utah University and the 
University of Utah.
 Thank you Joan for teaching us, inspiring us, making us laugh, and showing us that 
we can dance in ways we never imagined possible. 

Linda C. Smith began her dance career at the age of three with Virginia 
Tanner’s Children’s Dance Theatre. In 1966 she became a founding mem-
ber of Repertory Dance Theatre where she fulfilled her dream of becom-
ing a performer, teacher, choreographer, writer, producer and eventually, 
in 1983, Artistic Director for the company. Evidence of her commitment 
to dance preservation is seen in RDT’s collection of historic dance re-con-
structions that includes choreography by 100 of America’s most revered 
choreographers.

Linda has dedicated her life to finding ways to make the arts relevant and 
to communicating the value of dance in the life of a community. Her pursuits have led to 
the creation of multi-disciplinary activities that focus attention on the environment, social 
issues, multi-ethnic history, sustainability and community. 

Linda is a graduate and an Adjunct Associate Professor of dance at the University of Utah 
and is a certified Movement Specialist in the Utah Artists-in-Education Program. She has 
received numerous honors including Honors in the Arts awards from the Salt Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce, the Outstanding Achievement Award in Art from the YWCA, Community 
Builders Award from Utah Women’s Alliance, and recognition by Utah Business Magazine 
as “A Women to Watch, One of 30 Utah Visionaries.”   
 Thank you Linda for your work preserving modern dance historical masterpieces, in-
spiring us to tap into our own creative powers, and for helping build our dance community 
and social consciousness. 

Shirley, Joan, and Linda, we are honored to present the UDEO Lifetime Achievement Award 
2005, to each of you.
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